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Traveling for work or school is a dream for many people, and an Oklahoma State 

University professor is one of those who have the pleasure of traveling for work. 

 Jami Fullerton is an advertising professor and the Peggy Welch chair in strategic 

communications at Oklahoma State University.  

Since 2004, Fullerton has taken a small group of students to London every other 

year with the exception of 2008 due to the economy. She got involved with the program 

because she wanted to expose OSU students to the larger world. This is one of Fullerton’s 

favorite things to do.  

“My students tell me that the London trip is a life-changing experience,” Fullerton 

said. “I suppose they mean that they encountered the world in ways they never had 

before.” 

On the London trip last year, the students visited Bell-Pottinger Private, an agency 

who has represented Katrin Radmacher, a German heiress. The day they were supposed 

to tour and meet with a member of the agency was the day that Rebekah Brooks, known 

for her phone-hacking scandal, was arrested. Brooks was the protégé of Rupert Murdoch. 

She was charged with conspiring to hack into the phones of well-known people, reported 

NYDailyNews.com. When they arrived at the agency, they found out the man they were 

meeting with was David Wilson, Brooks’ public relations representative. 

Despite having the Brooks scandal to worry about, Wilson was happy to meet 

with the students.  

“He was great,” Fullerton said. “He even showed us some of the stuff he was 

working on for the case.” 



Studying abroad of any kind in college can help students in many ways. In March 

2012, the Institute for the International Education of Students, or IES Abroad, surveyed 

more than 1,000 study abroad alumni to find out if study abroad affected their 

employment prospects or acceptance into graduate school, according to 

TransitionsAbroad.com, the premier resource for meaningful work, living and studying 

abroad.  

IES Abroad found that almost 90 percent of them received a job within the first 

six months after graduation. Fifty percent of the alumni polled felt their overseas 

experience helped them get the job. Another 90 percent were granted admission to their 

first or second-choice graduate program. Eighty-four percent felt studying abroad helped 

develop valuable job skills, including cultural training, communication, adaptability and 

more.  

When asked how effective the study abroad program was with developing 

confidence to deal with new skills required for their first job, 79 percent said it was 

effective, TransitionsAbroad.com states. 

“I think international experience is a great asset when you’re looking for a job, 

especially in the globalized world in which we now live,” Fullerton said. “Everyone will 

be expected to do business overseas.” 

Moneycrashers.com, a website devoted to helping people make financially 

responsible decisions, wrote an article titled “10 Reasons Why You Should Study Abroad 

in College – Benefits & Challenges.” In this article, the author’s list includes experience a 

foreign culture, improve your second-language skills, learn how to communicate across 



cultures, become more independent, manage personal finances, increase employment 

prospects and network for the future as reasons to study abroad. 

In the “Become more Independent” section, the article talks about taking people 

out of their comfort zone. 

“While on the one hand, being away from friends and family can seem daunting, 

it is also a chance for you to hone your own skills and gain some independence,” 

moneycrashers.com states. 

The “Increase Your Employment Prospect” section speaks to the value of 

international experience.  

“Use your experience studying abroad to expand your set of abilities, and make 

these a determining factor that will separate you from the others in a pool of applicants,” 

moneycrashers.com states. 

Just like with Fullerton’s class being unable to go to London in 2008, that year’s 

economic recession had a negative effect on study abroad around the country. The 

popularity of study abroad took a nosedive along with the economy. 

“Nearly sixty percent of the schools and study-abroad groups surveyed in early 

September by the Forum on Education Abroad report decreased enrollment from a year 

ago, since the global economic crisis,” a study NBCNews.com reported in 2009. 

Amy Phenix, a spokeswoman at Macalester College in St. Paul, Minn. said, the 

college saw a 25 percent drop of the typically 60 percent of students they send abroad 

each year, NBC News reported. 

The drop hit public universities hardest.  



“The Forum on Education Abroad said sixty-nine percent of its public institutions 

surveyed had seen drops in abroad enrollment, compared with forty-nine percent of 

private institutions,” the NBC story reported. 

A Massachusetts Institute of Technology freshman said the potential debt is 

what’s keeping him from going abroad, the NBC story reported 

Just like in everything, there is always a positive and a negative. 

Fullerton was born in Norman, Okla., where she attended high school and college. After 

graduating with a degree in journalism from the University of Oklahoma in 1984, 

Fullerton attended graduate school at the University of North Texas. She graduated with a 

doctorate in 1990. While working on her dissertation, Fullerton lived in London. 

 Before OSU, Fullerton quickly learned she didn’t want to work in journalism but 

in advertising.  

 “The pay was better and so are the hours compared to journalists,” said Fullerton 

of her switch. 

 She worked in advertising in Dallas as the advertising manager for Little 

Caesar’s Pizza when it started expanding throughout Dallas. Fullerton helped place 

media, create coupons and open more restaurants. Fullerton’s other industry work, 

primarily on the client-side, included TCBY and CiCi’s Pizza. 

 After leaving the industry, Fullerton moved to Stillwater, Okla., in 1998. She 

started teaching advertising classes at OSU.  

Two big things happened for Fullerton in 2001. Her daughter, Helen, was born, 

and she moved to OSU-Tulsa where she became a resident professor.  

She has helped oversee the advertising club for about 12 years.  



“The advertising club going to district and nationals in 2011 was my best 

memory,” Fullerton said. The students put in so much work. It was really great to have 

that acknowledge.”  

Many of her former students are working on Madison Avenue. 

“I really encourage students to go on study abroad or travel after graduation,” 

Fullerton said. “The students who study abroad are more prepared for the real world.” 
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